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present one is rejected. The Logia as another written source for Mat- 
thew, and perhaps Luke, is accepted, but little discussed. The recon- 
struction of the Logia in the original Aramaic he thinks is not now 
possible, but much can be done in investigating the Aramaic equiva- 
lents of the leading ideas of the gospels, whereby we can become 
acquainted with the thoughts of the first hearers of Jesus and with the 
religious phraseology in which they clothed them. With regard to the 
fourth gospel, the theory of Matthew Arnold is accepted as the best 
regarding its origin, namely, that the work was issued in the name of 
the apostle John, and very likely with his approval, by one who had 
gathered his materials from the apostle's lips. The material of the 
gospel, therefore, while not accurate throughout, has much to con- 
tribute toward a knowledge of Jesus' life. 

The lectures are informing and suggestive. Certainly these are 
questions of great interest in New Testament study, and Mr. Burkitt 
has indicated the lines along which progress is being made. 

C. W. V. 

The Relation of the Apostolic Teaching to the Teaching of Christ. 

Being the Kerr Lectures for 1900. By Rev. Robert J. 
Drummond, B.D. New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1900. Pp. 432. $4.50. 

The importance of the subject of this volume is apparent. To 
determine accurately the relation of the two sets of teaching would be 
to settle not only a question in itself vital to a proper understanding 
of historical Christianity, but also many allied problems. For the 
requisite treatment a writer should have a first-hand acquaintance with 
the literature of Judaism, with all phases of critical introduction, and 
quite as indispensably the spirit of the historical interpreter. The lack 
of any one of these three prerequisites would vitiate all conclusions a 
writer might offer. The author of the volume under consideration 
gives evidence of but a secondary knowledge of introduction, and almost 
no knowledge of Judaism; while as regards investigation he displays 
that unconscious determination to substantiate a traditional theology 
which seems an inevitable characteristic of Kerr lecturers. Problems are 
often stated well ; German theological literature of the better class is 
frequently in evidence ; delicate matters like the infancy sections of 
Matthew and Luke are delicately handled ; but through the entire 
book the spirit of the biblical theologian pure and simple is wanting. 

So also we miss any recognition of the importance of critical 
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processes. We expect a Scotch writer to hold to an unqualified 
Johannine authorship of the fourth gospel, but it is surprising to find 
one declaring that the " patchwork theory of the Sermon on the Mount 
has no foundation except inveterate prejudice," reducing the synoptic 
problem to the question of the relationship of Matthew and Mark, 
and holding to oral tradition as an explanation of all synoptic phe- 
nomena. So, too, in the presentation of the teaching of Jesus, it is 
not strange to find a writer of the author's general school making 
"the core and key of the teaching of Jesus" the mysterious fact of his 
death on the cross for men (p. 81 and cf. chap. 7), but one can still 
be surprised that a student of Paul should make the incarnation of God 
the basis of the Pauline doctrine of the atonement. The systematic 
theologian, in fact, is always in evidence: Jesus founded a "school" 
the members of which wrote most of the New Testament ; he "accom- 
modated" himself to his times; he advanced in his teaching over 
the four steps of kingdom, Christ, cross, throne; he was conscious 
of being God-man ; he taught that man is not naturally subject to 
death; demoniacal possession was the devil's parody of divine indwell- 
ing; faith is a medium of righteousness. And so throughout the 
volume. Difficulties are met by " probing deeper," if indeed they are 
not brushed aside with some rebuke for those who discover them. Texts 
are brought into the service of theological rhetoric, and in almost every 
case interpretations are controlled by a regard for a Christology 
obtained, not from the course of the investigation, but from systematic 
theology. 

This criticism, which will appear to many readers of the volume too 
severe, is, however, intended to cover the method rather than the con- 
tent of the volume as a whole. In many places its discussion is 
admirable, as in the case of such central matters as the kingdom of God, 
the relation of the messiahship of Jesus to his consciousness of divine 
sonship, the ethical motive in the entire New Testament theology. 
Above all is the author to be commended for insisting that the chief 
matter for study is not the differences, but the common teaching, in 
the teaching of Jesus and his immediate followers — for, despite the 
method by which this result was reached, the result itself is indubi- 
table. 

It is with sincere regret that we are forced thus to temper -apprecia- 
tion with criticism. The book has made an earnest effort to handle a 
subject that needs discussion, and its failure to accomplish that which all 
its readers must have wished accomplished is simply another evidence 
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that questions raised by historical criticism can be answered only by 
those who are themselves historians and critics rather than theologians 
and apologists. 

S. M. 

The History of the Bible. Arranged for Use as a Text-Book. 
By William J. Mutch, Ph.D. New Haven, Conn.: Pub- 
lished by the Author. Pp. 70. $0.15. 

This little work provides an elementary presentation of twenty-six 
different topics in the growth and spread of the Bible. The material 
is designed to be used in Bible classes and also among the younger 
pupils in the Sunday schools, the wish being that all may be instructed 
in the simplest facts of how the Bible arose and how it was handed 
down to our own day. Each of the twenty-six studies is accompanied 
by references to a few books in English for further investigation, and 
by a list of questions calling up the main points with which the text of 
the pages deals. 

The information contained in this brief description of the history 
of the Bible is scholarly and trustworthy, although the treatment is 
necessarily confined to the expression of current views with regard to 
all the matters concerned. This is the best way to deal with these 
problems for young people, and what they learn from this book will 
not be found to be erroneous or misleading. The details of the his- 
tory and variant opinions upon it can be investigated at a later stage. 
Occasionally misprints are seen here and there through the work, but 
on the whole the little book at so small a price will be found useful for 
great numbers of Sunday-school classes and in private study. We 
heartily commend it as a primer containing valuable information about 
the Bible which every young person should know. 

C. W. V. 



